The Surprise

It was October.

The leaves had fallen off

the trees.

They were lying on the ground.

“I will go to Toad’s house,”

said Frog.

“I will rake all of the leaves

that have fallen on  his lawn.

Toad will be surprised.”

Frog took a rake

out of the garden shed.

Toad looked out of his window.

“These messy leaves

have covered everything,” said Toad.

He took a rake out of the closet.

“I will run over to Frog’s house.

I will rake all of his leaves.

Frog will be very pleased.”

93 words (Stop when student makes 11 or more errors)

1. What time of the year was it? (October or fall)

2. What was all over the ground? (leaves)

3. What did Frog decide to do? (rake the leaves at Toad’s house)

4. What did Toad decide to do? (rake the leaves at Frog’s house)

5. Why do you think this story is called “The Surprise”?  (Either one: Frog planned to surprise Toad by raking his leaves.  Frog will be surprised when he finds out that Toad plans to rake his leaves.)

Catalog Cats

“Would you boys like to plant gardens?” my father said.

“Yes,” we said.

“Good!” said my father.  “I’ll order a catalog.”

So it was settled.  But afterward, Huey said to me, “What’s a catalog?”

“A catalog,” I said, “is where cats come from. It’s a big book full of pictures of hundreds and hundreds of cats.  And when you open it up, all the cats start running around.”

“I don’t believe you,” said Huey.

“It’s true,” I said.

“But why would Dad be sending for that catalog cat book?”

“The cats help with the garden,” I said.

“I don’t believe you,” Huey said.

“It’s true,” I said. “You open the catalog, and the cats jump out.  Then they run outside and work in the garden.”

127 words (Stop when student makes 12 or more errors)
1. Who are the characters in this story?  (child, Huey, father)

2. What did the father ask? (if the boys wanted to plant gardens)

3. What did Huey want to know?  (what a catalog was)

4. What did his brother tell him?  What happened when you opened it?

(a book with pictures of cats and when you open the book, the cats 

jump out)

5. What is a catalog?  (a book for ordering things)

To China

In just ten minutes, our entire class is getting on a plane for our flight to China.

I, Amber Brown, am one very excited third grader.  My best friend, Justin Daniels, is going to sit next to me. We always sit together when our class flies to some faraway place.

All of the chairs in the classroom are lined up so that it looks like a real plane, with aisles to walk down and places for the pilot, co-pilot and flight attendants.


Mr. Cohen is always the pilot.  


Every time we start studying a new country, we “fly” there.


Once we got off the plane, Mr. Cohen showed us a film about China and then we worked on our scrapbooks about the trip.

125 Words (Stop when student makes 13 or more errors)

1. Where does this story take place? (in a third grade classroom)

2. Who is telling the story? (Amber Brown)

3. What are the students studying? (China)

4. Are the students really going to fly to China? (no)  How do you know?  (the students are sitting in chairs)

5. How will the students learn about China?  (see a movie about it)

The Tooth

William went to the dentist.  It wasn’t so bad—just a filling.  He went home feeling a little bit numb.  There was a funny sour taste in his mouth that made him think of electricity.  When he sucked in his breath, the tooth with the new filling felt cold.

He was able to eat his supper without any trouble, and after watching television, he went to bed.


One of the things William liked to do in bed, and wasn’t allowed to, was listen to the radio.  William thought that if he had a little radio, with an earphone, he could listen in bed without bothering anybody.  His mother said, “I don’t want you listening to the radio when you should be sleeping.”  


That particular night, William was lying in bed listening to the radio.  He was listening to a talk show.  A man who said he had taken a ride in a flying saucer was telling how the people from outer space were crazy about potato pancakes.


It was a good show. William was ready to drift off to sleep, when he realized that he had never turned the radio on.


He rubbed the tip of his tongue against the new filling.  The volume dropped very low.  He did it again.  The volume dropped.  He pressed his tongue against the tooth.  No radio program at all!  It was the tooth!  The one with the new filling was receiving radio programs!

242 (Stop when student makes 22 or more errors)
1. What happened at the beginning of the story?  (William had his tooth filled at the dentist.)

2. What taste did William have?  (sour taste that made him think of electricity)

3. What did William like to do in bed?  (listen to the radio)

4. What did William hear on the radio? (a talk show about someone who had taken a ride on a flying saucer)

5. What did William realize about the radio?  (He had never turned it on.)

Running Away

Claudia knew that she could never pull off the old-fashioned kind of running away.  That is, running away in the heat of anger with a knapsack on her back.  She didn’t like discomfort; even picnics were untidy and inconvenient: all those insects and the sun melting the icing on the cupcakes.  Therefore, she decided that her leaving home would not be just running from somewhere but would be running to somewhere.


She planned very carefully; she saved her allowance and she chose her companion.  She chose Jamie, the second youngest of her three younger brothers.  He could be counted on to be quiet, and now and then he was good for a laugh.  Besides, he was rich; unlike most boys his age, he had never begun collecting baseball cards.  He saved almost every penny he got.


She had to save enough money for the train fare and a few expenses before she could tell Jamie or make final plans. In the meantime, she almost forgot why she was running away. But not entirely. Claudia knew that it had to do with injustice.  She was the oldest child and the only girl and was subject to a lot of injustice.  Perhaps it was because she had to both empty the dishwasher and set the table on the same night while her brothers got out of everything.  And, perhaps, there was another reason.   She was bored with simply being straight-A’s Claudia Kincaid.

238 words (Stop when student makes 22 or more errors)
1. What was Claudia planning to do?  (run away)

2. Who did she want to take with her?  (her brother Jaime)

3. Why did she choose to take Jamie? Name 2 reasons.  (He would keep quiet, he could be funny, and he had money.)

4. What is another word for injustice? (unfairness)  PROBE if necessary: If something is unjust, what is it like? (unfair; not right)

5. Why did Claudia want to run away?  (Either:  she had to do all the work while her brothers didn’t; or she was bored with being a straight-A student.)

Mrs. Frisby’s House


Mrs. Frisby, the head of a family of field mice, lived in an underground house in the vegetable garden of a farmer named Mr. Fitzgibbon.  It was a winter house, such as some field mice move to when food becomes too scarce, and the living too hard in the woods and pastures.  In the soft earth of a bean, potato, black-eyed pea and asparagus patch, there is plenty of food left over for mice after the human crop has been gathered.


Mrs. Frisby and her family were especially lucky in the house itself.  It was a slightly damaged cinder block, the hollow kind with two oval holes through it; it had somehow been abandoned in the garden during the summer and lay almost completely buried, with only a bit of one corner showing above ground, which is how Mrs. Frisby discovered it.  It lay on its side in such a way that the solid parts of the block formed a roof and a floor, both waterproof, and the hollows made two spacious rooms.  Lined with bits of leaves, grass, cloth, cotton fluff, feathers, and other soft things, Mrs. Frisby and her children had collected, the house stayed dry, warm, and comfortable all winter.  A tunnel to the surface-earth of the garden, dug so that it was slightly larger than a mouse and slightly smaller than a cat’s foreleg, provided access, air, and even a fair amount of light to the living room.

242 words (Stop when student makes 22 or more errors)
1. Who is Mrs. Frisby?  (the mother of a family of field mice)

2. Where did she live?  (in a vegetable patch, or garden)

3. Why was it a good place for a house?  (plenty of food left after humans gathered crops)

4. What was an advantage of living in a cinder block?  (need just one: waterproof, plenty of room)

5. What does the word access mean in the phrase: “a tunnel that provided access”?  (a way to get out or in)
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